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WALL REGULATORY CHALLENGES


	Condition
	Challenge
	Resolution

	Handrails
	See Access Floor Regulatory Challenges relating to handrails requirements.  Even though HAWORTH does not provide handrails, the handrails may need to be attached to HAWORTH walls.
	Where ramps are adjacent to walls and handrails are required, ensure walls are fitted with blocking for handrails.

	Sliding Door Locking Hardware – Accessibility Requirements
	The regulatory requirements for accessibility in door hardware are subjectively written and are not uniformly enforced by building authorities.  Thumbturns are generally considered to be non-compliant.

Local jurisdictions are increasingly enforcing requirements that opening of any locked door be accomplished in one motion.
	HAWORTH's "LifeLOCK" permits the locking of a sliding door and opening with one motion, as required.  The handle is also large enough to be operated by persons of limited ability.

	Lateral Bracing
	Lateral bracing (sometimes described as Seismic Bracing) may be required by the local authority to minimize lateral loads on the ceiling.  (Note: Lateral Bracing is normally required in California, Oregon, Washington state, and British Columbia.  In California, walls may not be permitted to attach to a suspended ceiling.)
	Confirm with the architect, or with Product Performance, the need for lateral bracing in the jurisdiction.

Provide the architect or engineer with the standardized details and calculations for Lateral Bracing, for inclusion with the permit set.

	Horizontal Sliding Doors
	Generally, horizontal sliding doors are acceptable in business occupancies of 10 people or less in all areas adopting 1999 or later edition model codes, with the current exception of Georgia, where occupancies must be 5 or less.  Jurisdictions adopting the 1996 BOCA National Building Code with the 1998 amendments will also allow such doors.  Jurisdictions adopting older editions of the Uniform or Southern Building Codes will allow sliding doors.
	For jurisdictions following older model codes, Product Performance staff will assist in obtaining a variance, if possible.

Caution: City of Chicago will not grant a variance on this product, but has tended not to enforce the prohibition on sliding doors.

	“Breakaway” Sliding Doors
	Sliding doors with a breakaway feature may be specified to address the limitations notes above.  Breakaway doors swinging into corridors must be set in an alcove, or require increases in corridor width to accommodate the swing.  Competitors may not disclose this to specifiers.
	Ensure specifiers are aware of application limitations imposed by breakaway doors, and proposed HAWORTH doors as a solution.
For large meeting spaces with sliding doors, provide a hinged door as alternate legal exit.

	Floor Attachment
	Some jurisdictions will require that the walls be mechanically attached at the floor.
Some structural engineers may also impose this requirement.
	Ensure the architect verifies this requirement, and that it is reflected in our installation costs.  Where specified, provide details of our “gripper shoe” floor attachments.

	Healthcare facility wiring
	“Patient-care areas” require special wiring methods.
In USA jurisdictions, HAWORTH’s modular wiring systems cannot meet the code requirements of “patient-care areas.”
	The definition of “patient-care area” varies by jurisdiction.  Ensure the architect verifies the definition with the jurisdiction.  
In the USA, where Healthcare facility wiring is required, specify hard-wiring.

	Fire-Rated walls
	HAWORTH Walls cannot be used where a rated wall is required.
Note that Building Types I and II, in some jurisdictions, may prohibit non-rated interior partitions.
	Ensure HAWORTH Walls are not specified where a rated wall is required.  Ensure that the Building Type, and the required fire-rating, is identified early in the project.

	Tempered Glass
	Tempering marks must be applied to a visible location on each light of tempered glass.  This requirement can only be waived by the local authority, and in such cases an affidavit is required from the glass manufacturer stating that the glass is tempered.
	This is a HAWORTH standard work practice.  We will eliminate the tempering mark only where specifically requested by the architect.  Where this is the case, ensure the jurisdiction allows such action.


Where assistance is required addressing these or other issues, contact:

USA:
Mike Weber
t 940-458-5754, c 940-368-1833, f 940-458-5784
Michael.Weber@Haworth.com

Canada:
Jim Thompson Goodchild
t 403-203-6494, c 403-612-6056, f 403-203-6016 
Jim.Goodchild@Haworth.com

Be sure to have the information specified in the Project Information Form ready with your request.








